
PRESS RELEASE

VITTORIA GERARDI • POMPEII 

• EXHIBITION: 12 SEPTEMBER - 10 NOVEMBER 2019 
• OPENING : THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 12TH, 2019 (6-9PM) 

FOLLOWING THE REMARKABLE SUCCESS OF HER FIRST SERIES “CONFINE”, EXHIBITED AT GALERIE 
THIERRY BIGAIGNON IN 2017, THE YOUNG ITALIAN ARTIST, VITTORIA GERARDI, CONFIRMS HER 
IRRESISTIBLE TALENT WITH A NEW SERIES DEDICATED TO POMPEII. A DELICATE AND POWERFUL WORK 
THAT CHALLENGES THE VERY NATURE OF PHOTOGRAPHY.  

Pompeii, in itself, is a kind of oxymoron: it is a constantly evolving ruin,  it has an objective existence but 
provides a subjective experience, it is past and present, fossilized and moving. It is all that has been 
discovered and all it still holds. It is a city and it is a name. And it is now the name of the new series by Italian 
artist, Vittoria Gerardi. 

Like the ancient city immersed in oblivion by natural disaster, later revealed through the use of plaster, 
Vittoria Gerardi uses two different materials to visually translate the richness of Pompeii. Its memory is 
evoked through the plasticity of the plaster and its “return to the light” emerges as metaphor through the 
silver gelatin. “The pictures I was able to take of the city are trapped in the reduced space of the negative, the 
images stagnate at the border of latency before being revealed by the positive print. Though, in Pompeii, 
what is revealed is still somewhat veiled!" explains Vittoria Gerardi. 
 
In the spirit of the lingering unknown that characterizes Pompeii, the artist only reveals a part of her 
photographs in this work. Whereas some of the silver gelatin prints are almost entirely buried in sumptuous 
"photographic sculptures",  revealing  only their upper edge as  a fragmentary, abstract and fluid  line, some 
others are painted with that same plaster, so as to evoke the subtil equilibrium between what has been 
discovered and what is still buried. 

In her "photographic sculptures", the fragments 
of prints that emerge offer to the attentive eye all 
the cultural richness of Pompeii: a geometric 
pattern, frail little leaves, the eyes of a painted 
screaming man, gem-tiles, etc. Each sculpture, 
coded through a sequence of numbers that 
identifies the section of the city where the image 
it contains was taken, encloses its own memory, 
and the 60 or so pieces placed next to each other 
reveal a genuine urban structure. On the other 
hand, the delicately “painted photographs” reveal 
both the beauty of the ancient city and the artist's 
poetic vision. 

The minimalist sculptures and the veiled 
photographs resemble a mosaic, where each 
piece is there with its own information, but part of 
a whole figure. "Vittoria Gerardi always manages 
to arouse our curiosity and interest, the whole 
series being based on suggestion, rather than on 



PRESS RELEASE

simple demonstration. The sharpness is blurred, the reality is veiled, the monochrome is further reduced. In 
her creations, she uses a process of revelation that involves a paradoxical act of dissimulation. Prodigious!", 
concludes Thierry Bigaignon. 

The exhibition will begin on September 12 and will exceptionally end on a Sunday evening (November 10) to 
allow all visitors to Paris Photo not to miss the exhibition at the gallery. Vittoria Gerardi will also be present 
at the opening, Thursday, September 12, 2019, from 6pm to 9pm, as well as for the special event "Un 
Dimanche à la Galerie" ("A Sunday at the Gallery") which will take place on Sunday, September 15, 2019. 
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